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Executive Summary 

In January 2014 at the direction of the superintendent, an advisory committee was formed consisting 
of parents, teachers, staff members and administrators.  The primary purpose of this committee is to 
advise the district and provide recommendations regarding the function and use of technology in the 
Coppell ISD.  The recommendations are being proposed to CISD with input, but not 100% 
consensus from staff and parents serving on the Coppell ISD Parent Advisory Group on 
Technology. These recommendations are a work in progress and will continue to be updated 
based on input from our stakeholders.  

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Coppell Independent School District, as a committed and proven leader in 
educational excellence, is to ensure our learners achieve personal success, develop strong moral 
character, and become dynamic leaders and global citizens with a zeal for service by engaging each 
individual through innovative learning experiences led by a visionary staff and progressive 
community. 

Highlights 

The CISD Parent Advisory Group on Technology is facilitated by Assistant Superintendent for 
Administration Brad Hunt, with two parents, Erin Hellmuth and Kurt Klement serving as co-
facilitators.  The group has meet several times throughout the spring semester to review current 
technology initiatives and make recommendations regarding its future use.  The group was initially 
formed as a result of some concerns voiced by parents about the increase use of technology in CISD 
schools, especially the 1-to-1 initiatives and the distribution of iPads to all students at Coppell High 
School. The meetings were designed to hear presentations from the CISD Curriculum and 
Instruction Department regarding the instructional integration of technology and the CISD 
Technology Department regarding the district’s filtering system, wireless capability and overall 
infrastructure.  

Recommendations 

Acceptable Use Policy 

During the spring of 2014, the Acceptable Use Policy will be updated to better address student 
safety, digital citizenship and appropriate consequences from AUP violations at each grade level.  

Apps 

Starting in the fall of 2014, the district will block most gaming Apps, but will have the ability to 
allow specific educational games.  A review of the changes will be conducted every three months. 
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Communications 

The district and campus will continue with its efforts to communicate to learners, educators and 
parents the appropriate use of technology and how technology is being used in the classroom.  This 
communication effort will include information on the district website, campus websites, technology 
articles, parent information sessions, etc. 

Filter 

Currently CISD filters certain categories such as Child Abuse Content, Proxy/Filter Avoidance, 
Gambling, Hacking, Pornography.  The district’s web filter and filtering approach will continue to 
be tested and reviewed on a regular basis.   

1 to 1 Handbook 

Review and update the 1 to 1 Handbook for learners, educators and parents.  Review the 
learner/parent contracts, opt out options, insurance and other elements of the handbooks. 

Learner Lessons 

The I-Team and librarians will be developing a beginning of the year learning experience to ensure 
all learners start the year understanding safe searches and the user’s responsibilities in digital literacy. 

 

Parent University 2.0 

Parent University 2.0 has been reimaged to provide parents with face-to-face and online options for 
training.  Parents will be invited to attend face-to-face trainings that will give them information 
about technology use in CISD, as well as the option to complete online courses.  A variety of “tech 
seminars” for parents will be hosted by the district several times throughout the 2014-2015 school 
year. 

Professional Development Recommendations 

CISD will continue to provide educators with training in the area of technology and technology 
integration through the CISD Summer Conference and various opportunities throughout the 2014-
2015 school year.  An effort to differentiate the learning opportunities for educators will continue to 
be a focus, recognizing that not all educators are at the same comfort level when it comes to 
technology.  However, a required course on Information Literacy has been added for all CISD 
educators.  This course will be rolled out for the 2014-2015 school year, then be included in New 
Hire Orientation during subsequent years.  Courses on classroom management to assist educators 
with potential distractibility issues will continue to be offered next fall. 
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Social Media 

With the understanding that social media can have a positive impact on instruction, it can cause 
some distractions for learners and maybe used for other reason outside of educational use.  The 
following social media sites will be used as a test pilot and be blocked: 

• Instagram and Tumbler – starting April/May 

• Netflix blocked in CISD for K-12 starting April/May 

• Facebook – blocked for students starting in fall 2014 

• Twitter – the staff supports the continued used of Twitter; however it will be blocked for 
learners K-5 starting in the fall of 2014, with access remaining for learners 6-12.  The district 
will continue to monitor its use 6-12 and study its effectiveness as an educational tool, 
specifically at the middle school level. 

Streaming Video Sites/Applications/Videos on Demand 

The use of Netflix will be blocked K-12, with other streaming video sites and applications still under 
review.  Blocking YouTube is not a recommendation, but training will be provided to educators to 
show them how to use with while blocking surround content. 

Additional Recommendations 

• Conduct an internal audit of the Technology Department and the instructional use of 
technology by an outside evaluator. 

• Continue with the parent advisory group, but in a different format.  It is recommended that 
a member of the Board of Trustees serves on the committee. 

• Create a small advisory team to serve on a round table with our business partners about 
technology usage in industry. 

• Continue the study of best practices of other school districts (LISD, Eanes, Irving, 
Grossbeck, etc.). 

• Each recommendation will be continually reviewed as well as adding additional 
recommendations as needed throughout the school year. 

 

 

 

 


